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city's leading citizens, and with that passion of his to
improve things, in the following years he set on foot
many social reforms. Philadelphia was the first city in
America to have an organised police and a fire company,
thanks to Franklin. He invented a street lamp superior
to all other lamps of that period, and with it lighted the
streets of the city. He made his fellow-citizens see how
bad their roads were, and how stupid it was to wade
knee-deep in mud when the weather was wet, and so
the streets of Philadelphia were paved for the first time.
He helped to found the school which eventually became
the University of Pennsylvania, and the first city
hospital.

In all these activities there is visible Franklin's desire
to help his fellow creatures. By this time he was a
wealthy man, and thanks to his prosperous printing
business, he had been able to retire at the age of forty
from active printing and devote his energies to other
things. Science had always interested him, and now he
began to study electricity. Very little was known at that
time about that great force, but a Dutch scientist of
Leyden in Holland had invented a jar in which elec-
tricity could be bottled up. This jar was called a Leyden
jar. It was coated with tinfoil both inside and out and
fitted with a lid through which passed a brass rod, and
one of these jars was among Franklin's most prized
possessions. He was always experimenting with it, and
playing tricks on his friends. Unknown to them he would
attach a wire from the jar to a metal object which he
then asked someone to pick up, with the result that the
victim got an electric shock and the surprise of his life.